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5th Sunday Lent Yr B - 17th March, 2024
West Wyalong | Ungarie Lake

Monday 18th St Cyril of Jersusalem 8am Mass
Tuesday 19th St Joseph 8am Mass
Wednesday 20th 8am Mass
Thursday 21st 8am Mass
Friday 22nd 8am Mass 11:30am Mass
Saturday 23rd No Mass 6pm Mass
Sunday 24th Palm Sunday 9:30am Mass [3@M Mass

Adoration is held every Wednesday from 3 —4pm in the ‘Sisters of Mercy Chapel’ West Wyalong with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation following until 5pm. To organise Baptisms or Funerals, please contact Fr Dominic at any time on 69723655.

Reflection by Nick Brodie, Dean of Academic Studies, Jane Franklin Hall, Hobart

‘Today’s Gospel invites us to turn our gaze to the crucifix,” Pope Francis once said, adding that it ‘is not an ornamental object or
clothing accessory.” Rather, it is something more: ‘a religious symbol to contemplate and understand.’

This is a theme to which the Pope has repeatedly turned. On another occasion he reminded his listeners that the image of the
crucified Jesus is something newcomers first encounter: ‘In churches, in the homes of Christians, even worn on their persons,’ a
cross is meant to symbolise the faith of those who display it.

That being the case, it is beholden on us as individuals and communities to show what being a follower of Jesus really means.
Jesus responded to Philip and Andrew by speaking of the grain that dies to yield a good harvest and of the follower who serves.
As Jesus’ words suggest, real understanding comes from the witness of service and self-sacrifice.

Whenever people encounter a crucifix or cross, therefore, they should also see signs of servant discipleship. Whether in our
churches, homes or daily lives, we are all called to be authentic bearers of the cross. We should strive to offer the world what
the Pope characterises as ‘the witness of a life that is given in service, a life that takes upon itself the style of God — closeness,
compassion and tenderness.’

‘The important thing is that the sign be consistent with the Gospel,” says Pope Francis. Whenever or wherever people display a
cross, they should also themselves be living signs of ‘love, service, unreserved self-giving.’
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Baptisms:

Congratulations
and welcome to
Clay Norman
Frankel, son of
Maddie and Brant
Frankel who was
baptised today in
St Mary’s Church.
Clay’s godparents
are Stephanie
Lynch, Daina
Jones, Brodie Mor-
ris and Thomas
Byrnes.

Pray for our sick:

Helen Malligan,
Lyn Kelleher (nee
Minos), Paddy
Doughan, Geoff
Funnell, Noel
Pettit, Pat Mason,
Fiona Frame, Liz
Jones, Greg With-
ers, Marie McKen-
zie, Katrina John-
ston, Peter Camp-
bell, Geoff Collins,
Barry Cooper, Ste-
ve Herridge, Mary
Turner, Sarah
Pettit, Archie
Boneham, Lesley
Wright, Emeritus
Archbishop Francis
Carroll, June
Worner, Lurensa
Rowling, Brian
Lynch and Shirley
Sullivan.

Jesus, grant spir-
itual comfort and
healing to the sick
Recent Deaths &
Anniversaries:

Kevin Brown, Dor-
othy Freeman and
Francis King.

Mary, Helper of
Souls pray for

STH SUNDAY OF LENT
WEEKEND OF 16-17 MARCH 2024

'REFLECTION

The word ‘heart’ occurs almost a thousand times in the Bible, more than three times as
often as the word ’soul.” Perhaps this is just another item of trivia but surely it gives us
a clue about Christianity. It is a religion of the heart. It gets our blood pumping.

As we approach the climax of out Lenten journey, this week’s readings ask questions
about our hearts. The psalm begs ‘a pure heart create for me, O God.” Those words
invite the Lord to come right inside us, into the very core of our being. Jeremiah
quotes the Lord as saying, ‘deep within | will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts.” In
other words, we won’t find God’s most intimate whisperings to us just in lectures or
books. We will find it when we are genuinely in touch with our core, our most intimate
space. God’s love is inscribed on our hearts.

In his letter, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis speaks against ‘a culture of walls.” He asks us to
treasure the hope found in every heart:

Hope speaks to us of something deeply rooted in every human heart, independently of
our circumstances and historical conditioning. Hope speaks to us of a thirst, an aspira-
tion, a longing for a life of fulfilment, a desire to achieve great things, things that fill our
heart and lift our spirit to lofty realities like truth, goodness and beauty, justice and
love...Hope is bold.’

The word ‘caritas’ means love. The work of Caritas Australia is a heartfelt response to
the needs of the world, one that gives expression to our shared hope. Caritas always
works in partnership with others. During Lent, as we have listened to the experience of
people we have helped through our support of Project Compassion, we will have no-
ticed that life-giving partnerships with groups on the ground in many countries make
this possible.

In today's Gospel, Jesus speaks of the grain of wheat that must die to create a rich har-
vest. Of course, he is referring to his own passion. But there is a message here for all of
us. “Anyone who loves his life will lose it.” We are called to wear our hearts on our
sleeves. To reach beyond the safe and familiar.

2nd Rite of Reconciliation Western Mission

St Mary’s - Thursday 21st March @ 5pm

Forgiveness
Penance

Reconciliation
Gess il

Our Lady of Lourdes - Friday 22nd March @ 5pm

Forgiveness
Conversion

When | go to Confession, | am really confessing or declaring my belief
in an all merciful, tender and all forgiving God.




1ST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

See, the days are coming — it is the Lord who speaks —
when | will make a new covenant with the House of
Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant like
the one | made with their ancestors on the day | took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so | had to
show them who was master. It is the Lord who
speaks. No, this is the covenant | will make with the
House of Israel when those days arrive — it is the Lord
who speaks. Deep within them | will plant my Law,
writing it on their hearts. Then | will be their God and
they shall be my people. There will be no further need
for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to
say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord! No, they will
all know me, the least no less than the greatest — it is
the Lord who speaks — since | will forgive their iniquity
and never call their sin to mind.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESP PSALM: Ps 50:3-4. 12-15. R. v.12
(R.) Create a clean heart in me, O God.

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt.
and cleanse me from my sin.

2. A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit.

3. Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that | may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you.

2ND READING: Hebrews 5:7-9
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who
had the power to save him out of death, and he sub-
mitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although
he was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but
having been made perfect, he became for all who
obey him the source of eternal salvation.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

ACCLAMATION: John 12:26

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;
and where | am, my servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Among those who went up to worship at the festival
were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who
came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to
him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to
tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to
tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them:

‘Now the hour has come

for the Son of Man to be glorified.

| tell you most solemnly,

unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies,

it remains only a single grain;

but if it dies,

it yields a rich harvest.

Anyone who loves his life loses it;

anyone who hates his life in this world

will keep it for the eternal life.

If a man serves me, he must follow me,

wherever | am, my servant will be there too.

If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.

Now my soul is troubled.

What shall | say:

Father, save me from this hour?

But it was for this very reason that | have come to
this hour.

Father, glorify your name!’

A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and | will
glorify it again.’

People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap
of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to
him.” Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this
voice came, but for yours.

‘Now sentence is being passed on this world;
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.
And when | am lifted up from the earth,

| shall draw all men to myself.’

By these words he indicated the kind of death he
would die.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ
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